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Contact info for Western Alaska shipments: 

Phone: 206-892-2624 

Email: westernakcs@lynden.com 

Notes: 

 Shipments to or from Southeast & Western Alaska: Handle full container loads (FCL) & Less-

than container loads (LCL) (including FCL household goods), vehicles, boats & equipment (15 

feet or longer); 

 AML will not pick up or deliver LCL household goods, must be brought to/picked up from termi-

nal; 

 AML will arrange FCL shipping from/to L48 points (including FCL household goods) via their 

barge service & trucking; contact Intermodal Team at IMLRates@lynden.com. 

mailto:IMLRates@lynden.com
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  Introduction  

Introduction 

Western Alaska Freight Preparation and Handling Guidelines 

F 
reight movement to Western 

Alaska requires strict prepara-

tion requirements – much more 

so than our other destinations.  

Due to the numerous handling steps, 

barge transfers and many adverse deliv-

ery site conditions, cargo must be pre-

pared and packaged according to the 

guidelines herein to minimize damage due 

to normal handling and stowage. 

The preparation and handling guidelines 

herein are intended to assist our custom-

ers in the proper preparation of freight for 

Western Alaska.  

These guidelines have been developed 

based on years of experience in freight 

handling and represent the minimum 

preparation necessary to allow for safe 

and efficient delivery of your cargo. 

In all cases, it is the sole 

responsibility of the 

shipper to prepare cargo to 

withstand the rigors of ocean 

transport via open 

deck barge. 

“ 

“ 

 

In all cases, it is the sole responsibility of 

the shipper to prepare cargo to withstand 

the rigors of ocean transport via open 

deck barge. 

The preparation and handling guidelines 

herein address only breakbulk cargo, i.e. 

cargo that will travel on platforms or 

as lifts.  

Container cargo has not been ad-

dressed because it is generally as-

sumed that such cargo – protected by 

the container – will travel intact to the 

destination.  

However, some village sites may re-

quire that containers be unloaded and 

taken back on the lighterage vessel. 

In such cases, all cargo is then un-

loaded and must be left outside, ex-

posed to the weather.  
Stowing cargo to Westward-bound villages and hub ports is completely 

different from that of our other ports.  

  Introduction  

Western Alaska Freight Preparation and Handling Guidelines 
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 Introduction   

Western Alaska Freight Preparation and Handling Guidelines 

Therefore, it is critical that the shipper 

have an understanding of the conditions 

at the job site and prepare the freight ac-

cordingly. 

Another important aspect of village shipping 

is freight markings. All shippers should clearly 

mark all incoming freight with at least the fol-

lowing information: 

Essential Freight Markings: 

 Name of consignee 

 Destination Port 

 Booking No. 

Freight arriving at the Alaska Marine Lines 

Terminals that is bound for Western Alaska 

should be adequately prepared for the normal 

rigors of ocean transport. 

If at the sole discretion of Northland/AML 

representatives freight has not been ade-

quately prepared, such freight may be re-

jected and returned to the shipper. 

 

Although virtually all freight destined 

for villages requires some form of 

packaging or preparation, some types 

of freight are more critical than others. 

Included in this list are: 
 

 Engineered Products 

 - Trusses 

 - Joists 
 

 Glulam beams 
 

 Sheetrock 
 

 Plywood Products 

 - Tongue and groove products 

 - Finish-grade products 

 - Paneling 

 - Particle board 
 

 Lumber Products 

 - Hardwoods 

 - Tongue and groove products 
 

 Metal Products 

 - Roofing and siding materials 

 - Structural steel 
 

 Fabricated products 

 - Panels 

 - Wood-grade and metal-grade 

Some freight requires 

extra special handling 

Shipments to Western Alaska are sometimes subject to extreme 

conditions. In all cases, it is the sole responsibility of the shipper 

to prepare cargo to withstand the rigors of ocean transport via 

open deck barge and that the shipper also have some under-

standing of the conditions at the job site and prepare the freight 

accordingly. 
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The Basics 

  The Basics  

Western Alaska Freight Preparation and Handling Guidelines 

T 
hroughout the ex-

hibits in this manu-

al, you will find 

common, recurring 

requirements for freight prep-

aration and handling. The fol-

lowing quick reference is de-

signed to help shippers famil-

iarize themselves with the ba-

sics. 

The Ports of Call in Western 

Alaska include the hub ports 

of Bethel, Dillingham, Dutch 

Harbor, Kotzebue, Naknek 

and Nome, the villages pub-

lished with scheduled service 

and any point served on in-

ducement. 

A framing package is unloaded from the Nunaniq as it waits in the port of Brevig Mis-

sion. 

Dunnage: 

Any unit of cargo not ex-

ceeding 4’ wide and/or 

5,000 lbs. going to any vil-

lage requires wood dunnage 

– a minimum of 3.5” high – 

secured to the unit of cargo. 

This same unit of cargo go-

ing to a hub port requires 

only 1.5” of dunnage. 

Any unit of cargo exceeding 

4’ wide and/or 5,000 lbs. – 

for any destination – re-

quires wood dunnage, mini-

mum 5.5” high, secured to 

the unit. 

Sheetrock, particle board or 

other soft materials are not 

permitted to but used as 

dunnage. The Greta moves a load of cargo in western Alaska. 
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  The Basics  

Western Alaska Freight Preparation and Handling Guidelines 

Banding: 

All unitized car-

go must be 

banded with 

steel banding of 

sufficient 

strength to with-

stand multiple 

picks and re-

handling steps. 

All cargo requir-

ing 5.5” high 

dunnage must 

utilize steel 

banding, mini-

mum 1.25” 

x .029” high tensile material, or equivalent. 

Plastic banding material is not acceptable. 

Crating and/or packaging: 

Use common sense to evaluate the need 

for crating, side protection and other pack-

aging. If a piece of cargo is susceptible to 

damage from repeated forklift handling, 

some crating or packaging should be provid-

ed. 

Almost all “engineered” products require some 

form of packaging. If you are unsure about the 

preparation required for the product you are 

shipping, call the AML/Northland customer 

service department for further guidance. 

Weather and the ocean environment: 

All cargo to Western Alaska ports moves on 

open deck barges. As such, cargo is exposed 

to weather for the duration of transit, which 

may be lengthy, as well as the destination 

port. Although poly wrapping and/or tarping is 

a good way to 

shield cargo from 

weather and 

ocean, the only 

true dry environ-

ment is within 

closed shipping 

containers.  

Temperature 

may vary sub-

stantially from 

point of origin to 

destination. 

Items susceptible 

to damage from 

cold weather 

should be handled with adequate planning 

and follow up.  

AML does not offer keep from freezing 

service to Western Alaska. 

Acceptance of cargo: 

AML may reject cargo that is not sufficiently 

prepared for shipment. 

Temperatures may vary substantially from point of origin to destination. 

Items susceptible to damage from cold weather should be handled ade-

quate planning and follow up. 

Temperatures may vary 

substantially from point of 

origin to destination. AML does 

not provide keep from freezing 

service to Western 

Alaska. 

“ 

“ 
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  Engineered Products  

Western Alaska Freight Preparation and Handling Guidelines 

Engineered Products 

2., 3. 

Typical Architectural 

Grade Glu-Lam Beam 

1. 

All Villages 

1. Steel banding of sufficient strength to withstand multi-

ple picks and re-handling. 

2. Wood dunnage, minimum 3.5” high for all single units 

not exceeding 4’ wide and/or 5,000 lbs. 

3. Dunnage spacing should be sufficiently close to pre-

vent sagging. 
 

 * Plywood/OSB protection required for all sides. 

Hub Ports 
 

(Bethel, Dillingham, Dutch Harbor, Kotzebue, Naknek, Nome) 
 

1. Steel Banding of sufficient strength to withstand multi-

ple picks and re-handling. 

2. Wood dunnage, minimum 3.5” high for all single units 

not exceeding 4’ wide and/or 5,000 lbs. 

3. Dunnage spacing should be sufficiently close to pre-

vent sagging. 
 

 * Plywood/OSB protection required for all sides. 

All Villages 

1. Steel Banding of sufficient strength to with-

stand multiple picks and re-handling. 

2. Wood dunnage, minimum 3.5” high for all 

single units not exceeding 4’ wide and/or 

5,000 lbs. 

3. Dunnage spacing should be sufficiently close 

to prevent sagging. 
 

 

Typical LCL Bundle  

of Glu-Lam Beams 

1. 

2., 3. 

Hub Ports 
 

(Bethel, Dillingham, Dutch Harbor, Kotzebue, Naknek, Nome) 
 

1. Steel Banding of sufficient strength to withstand multiple picks and re-handling. 

2. Wood dunnage, minimum 3.5” high for all single units not exceeding 4’ wide and/or 5,000 lbs. 

3. Dunnage spacing should be sufficiently close to prevent sagging. 

At time of shipping, make sure to note whether or not 

your beams will be exposed in the design process. 
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  Engineered Products  

Western Alaska Freight Preparation and Handling Guidelines 

 

1. 

Typical Full Load of 

Glu-Lam Beams 

 2., 3. 

All Villages 

1. Steel banding minimum 1.25” x ,029” high tensile 

strength or equivalent. 

2. Wood dunnage, minimum 5.5” high for all single units 

exceeding 4’ wide and/or 5,000 lbs. 

3. Dunnage spacing should be sufficiently close to pre-

vent sagging. 
 

 * Weights must comply with destination weight restrictions.  

  See Chart, Page 22. 

Hub Ports 
 

(Bethel, Dillingham, Dutch Harbor, Kotzebue, Naknek, Nome) 
 

1. Steel banding minimum 1.25” x ,029” high tensile 

strength or equivalent. 

2. Wood dunnage, minimum 5.5” high for all single units 

exceeding 4’ wide and/or 5,000 lbs. 

3. Dunnage spacing should be sufficiently close to pre-

vent sagging. 
 

 * Legal truckload weights. 

 

All Villages 

1. For LCL bundles, steel banding of sufficient 

strength to withstand multiple picks and re-

handling. 

2. Wood dunnage, minimum 3.5” high for all 

single units not exceeding 4’ wide and/or 

5,000 lbs. 

3. Dunnage spacing should be sufficiently close 

to prevent sagging. 

4. Verity if pipe chocks are required. 
 

 

Typical bundle insulated 

(Arctic) pipe, LCL or full load 

 1. 

 2., 3. 

Hub Ports 
 

(Bethel, Dillingham, Dutch Harbor, Kotzebue, Naknek, Nome) 
 

1. For LCL bundles, steel banding of sufficient strength to withstand multiple picks and re-handling. 

2. Wood dunnage, minimum 3.5” high for all single units not exceeding 4’ wide and/or 5,000 lbs. 

3. Dunnage spacing should be sufficiently close to prevent sagging. 
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Structural insulated 

panels, foam or metal 

1. All foam core panels with metal skin must be export crated 

for platform shipment, or must be shipper loaded, consign-

ee unloaded to closed containers. 

2. Crates must fully enclose the panels and be of sufficient 

strength allow stacking two like crates upon it. 

3. All crates not exceeding 4’ wide and/or 5,000 lbs. must 

have wood dunnage, minimum 3.5” high, securely affixed to 

the crate. All crates exceeding 4’ wide and/or 5,000 lbs. 

must utilize wood dunnage 5.5” high. 

4. Carrier will not receive uncrated panels. 

5. In all cases, it is the responsibility of the shipper to package 

panels to withstand the rigors of ocean transport on an 

open deck barge. 
 

  Engineered Products  

Western Alaska Freight Preparation and Handling Guidelines 

The following guidelines ap-

ply to all foam core panels 

with exterior grade wood ma-

terials for all ports in Western 

Alaska. 
 

1. Panels should be bundled into 

units not exceeding 8.5’ wide 

and / or 8.5’ high (including ac-

companying dunnage, bracing, 

side protection or other materi-

als). 

2. Units exceeding 4’ wide or 5,000 

lbs. must have a minimum of 

three pieces of wood dunnage, 

each 5.5” high, banded to the 

unit, utilizing steel banding as 

specified below. Units 4.5’ wide 

or less and less than 5,000 lbs. 

may use dunnage 3.5” high. 

3. All panels with exposed foam core, or with 

the wood skin extending beyond a wood 

framing member, must have side protection 

of wood, plywood or OSB, minimum 7/16” 

thickness, which substantially covers all 

sides of the unit. 

4. Units of panels must be banded from side 

to side at 4’ intervals and end to end at a 

minimum of two places, with steel banding 

as specified below. Units 4’ wide must 

utilize steel banding of sufficient strength 

with sufficient frequency to withstand the 

rigors of re-handling and stowage for barge 

transport. 

5. Steel banding, minimum 1.25” x .029” high 

tensile material, or equivalent, must be 

utilized to secure dunnage, side protection, 

or for other banding requirements as listed 

above. 

6. Shipper must provide to carrier the maxi-

mum stacking height of panels, in terms of 

like units, (example: may stack three units 

high) or for other banding requirements. 

7. It is the shipper’s responsibility to ensure 

that package panels can withstand the 

rigors of ocean transport on an open deck 

barge, with due consideration for ways to 

prevent damage from routine handling by 

forklift and of being crushed by stacking like 

units of panels. 

Structural insulated 

panels, foam and wood 



10 

 

 All Villages 

1. Plywood/OSB, min. 7/16”, affixed to 

both sides to provide substantial 

coverage. 

2. Wood dunnage, minimum 3.5” high for 

all single units not exceeding 4’ wide 

and/or 5,000 lbs. Wood dunnage 

minimum 5.5” high for all single units 

exceeding 4’ wide and/or 5,000 lbs. 

3. Steel banding of sufficient strength to 

withstand picks and re-handling. 

Hub Ports 
 

(Bethel, Dillingham, Dutch Harbor, Kotzebue, 

Naknek, Nome) 
 

1. Plywood/OSB affixed to both sides to 

provide substantial coverage. 

2. Wood dunnage, minimum 1.5” high 

for all single units not exceeding 4’ 

wide and/or 5,000 lbs. Wood dunnage 

minimum 5.5” high for all single units 

exceeding 4’ wide and/or 5,000 lbs. 

3. Steel banding of sufficient strength to 

withstand picks and re-handling. 

 
 

Typical bundle of nested 

Open web truss 
Iron or steel, or iron or steel  

combined with wood 

 1. 

 2. 

 3. 

* Guidelines apply only to nested trusses. See carrier for special handling 

guidelines for non-nesting open web trusses. 

  Engineered Products 

Western Alaska Freight Preparation and Handling Guidelines 

End View, Nested Trusses 

 
Typical full load of nested open trusses 

Iron or steel, or iron or steel combined with wood 

2. 

4. 

All Villages 

1. Each nested bundle banded with steel banding. 

2. Wood dunnage, minimum 3.5” high, banded to the bundle. 

3. Plywood/OSB, minimum 7/16”, to ’substantially cover’ each 

side of bundle. 

4. Wood dunnage, minimum 5.5” high, banded to load. 

5. Steel banding, minimum 1.25” x .029” high-tensile strength 

or equivalent. 
 

 * Weights must comply with destination village weigh  

 restrictions. See Chart, Page 22. 

 

3. 

Hub Ports 
 

(Bethel, Dillingham, Dutch Harbor, Kotzebue, Naknek, 

Nome) 

 

1. Each nested bundle banded w/steel banding. 

2. Wood dunnage, minimum 1.5” high, between 

layers. 

3. Plywood/OSB, minimum 7/16”, applied to 

exposed sides of load. 

4. Wood dunnage, minimum 5.5” high, banded to 

load. 

5. Steel banding, minimum 1.25” x .029” high 

tensile strength or equivalent. 

 

 * Legal truckload weights.  

2. 

1. 

5. 

4. 
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  Metal Products  

Western Alaska Freight Preparation and Handling Guidelines 

Metal Products 
All Villages 

 

1. Steel banding of sufficient strength to with-

stand multiple picks and re-handling. 

2. Wood dunnage, minimum 3.5” high for all 

single units not exceeding 4’ wide and/or 5,000 

lbs. 

3. Dunnage spacing should be sufficiently close 

to prevent sagging. 
 

Hub Ports 
 

(Bethel, Dillingham, Dutch Harbor, Kotzebue, Naknek, Nome) 
 

1. Steel Banding of sufficient strength to withstand 

multiple picks and re-handling. 

2. Wood dunnage, minimum 1.5” high for all single 

units not exceeding 4’ wide and/or 5,000 lbs. 

Minimum 5.5” for all single units exceeding 4’ 

wide and/or 5,000 lbs. 

3. Dunnage spacing should be sufficiently close to 

prevent sagging. 
 

Typical LCL bundle  

of steel stock 

1. 

 2., 3. 

* Shroud or tarp as needed for weather protection. 

Typical bundle of flat steel 

or aluminum stock, LCL or 

full load 

 

 2., 3. 

All Villages 
 

1. Steel banding of sufficient strength to 

withstand multiple picks and re-

handling. For full loads, steel banding, 

minimum 1.25” x .029” high tensile 

strength or equivalent. 

2. Wood dunnage, minimum 3.5” high for 

all single units not exceeding 4’ wide 

and/or 5,000 lbs. Wood dunnage, 

minimum 5.5” high for all single units 

exceeding 4’ wide and/or 5,000 lbs. 

3. Dunnage spacing should be sufficient-

ly close to prevent sagging. 

4. Shroud or tarp as needed for weather 

protection. 

5. Weights should comply with destina-

tion village weight restrictions. 
 

 

1. Steel Banding of sufficient strength to withstand 

multiple picks and re-handling. 

2. Wood dunnage, minimum 1.5” high for all single 

units not exceeding 4’ wide and/or 5,000 lbs. 

Wood dunnage, minimum 5.5” for all single 

units exceeding 4’ wide and/or 5,000 lbs. 

3. Dunnage spacing should be sufficiently close to 

prevent sagging. 

4. Shroud or tarp as needed for weather protec-

tion. 

5. Legal truckload limits. 
 

  

Hub Ports 
 

(Bethel, Dillingham, Dutch Harbor, Kotzebue, Naknek, Nome) 

 

 

1. 

 

 

* Shroud or tarp as needed for weather protection. 
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 Metal Products  

Western Alaska Freight Preparation and Handling Guidelines 

All Villages 
 

1. Steel banding of sufficient strength to withstand 

multiple picks and re-handling. 

2. Wood skid or pallet to support forklift picking area. 

Skid or pallet width should be same as bundle 

width. See items 3. and 4. for dunnage heights. 

3. Wood dunnage, minimum 3.5” high for all single 

units not exceeding 4’ wide and/or 5,000 lbs. 

Wood dunnage, minimum 5.5” high for all single 

units exceeding 4’ wide and/or 5,000 lbs. 

4. Dunnage spacing should be sufficiently close to 

prevent sagging. 

Typical bundle 

of copper pipe 

1. 

 2. 

 3., 4. 

*Poly shroud as needed for weather 

protection, and/or secure pipe ends. 

Hub Ports 
 

(Bethel, Dillingham, Dutch Harbor, Kotzebue, Naknek, Nome) 
 

1. Steel Banding of sufficient strength to withstand 

multiple picks and re-handling. 

2. Wood dunnage, minimum 1.5” high for all single 

units not exceeding 4’ wide and/or 5,000 lbs. Mini-

mum 5.5” for all single units exceeding 4’ wide and/

or 5,000 lbs. 

3. Dunnage spacing should be sufficiently close to 

prevent sagging. 
 

All Villages 
 

1. Steel banding of sufficient strength to withstand 

multiple picks and re-handling. 

2. Wood dunnage, minimum 3.5” high for all single 

units not exceeding 4’ wide and/or 5,000 lbs. 

Wood dunnage, minimum 5.5” high for all single 

units exceeding 4’ wide and/or 5,000 lbs. 

3. Dunnage spacing should be sufficiently close to 

prevent sagging. 

Hub Ports 
 

(Bethel, Dillingham, Dutch Harbor, Kotzebue, Naknek, Nome) 
 

1. Steel Banding of sufficient strength to withstand 

multiple picks and re-handling. 

2. Wood dunnage, minimum 1.5” high for all single 

units not exceeding 4’ wide and/or 5,000 lbs. Mini-

mum 5.5” for all single units exceeding 4’ wide and/

or 5,000 lbs. 

3. Dunnage spacing should be sufficiently close to 

prevent sagging. 
 

Typical LCL 

bundle of pipe 

1. 

 2., 3. 

 

 



13 

 

  Metal Products  

Western Alaska Freight Preparation and Handling Guidelines 

 

 

2. 

Amount of dunnage per layer 

Up to 16’ — 2 pieces 

17’ t0 32’ — 3 pieces 

33’ to 40’ — 4 pieces 

 
 3. 

 

 

Hub Ports 
 

(Bethel, Dillingham, Dutch Harbor, Kotzebue, Naknek, Nome) 
 

1. Steel banding minimum 1.25” x ,029” high tensile strength or equivalent. 

2. Wood dunnage, minimum 3.5” high to separate layers 

3. Wood dunnage, minimum 5.5” high. 

 * Legal truckload weights. 

 

All Villages  

1. Steel banding minimum 1.25” x ,029” high tensile strength or equivalent. 

2. Wood dunnage, minimum 3.5” high to separate layers. 

3. Wood dunnage, minimum 5.5” high. 
 

 * Weights must comply with destination weight restrictions. See Chart, Page 22. 

All Villages  

1. Each bundle banded with steel band-

ing. 

2. Wood 4 x 4 dunnage between layers. 

3. Wood dunnage, minimum 5.5” high, 

banded to load. 

4. Steel banding, minimum 1.25” x .029” 

high tensile strength or equivalent. 
 

 * Weights must comply with destination 

 weight restrictions. See Chart, Page 22. 

 

Hub Ports 
 

(Bethel, Dillingham, Dutch Harbor, Kotzebue, Naknek, Nome) 
 

1. Each bundle banded with steel banding. 

2. Wood 4 x 4 dunnage between layers. 

3. Wood dunnage, minimum 5.5” high, banded to load. 

4. Steel banding, minimum 1.25” x .029” high tensile strength or equivalent. 
 

 * Legal truckload weights. 

 
 

3. 

 

2. 

1. 

  4. 

Typical full load of medium 

or large diameter pipe 

 

1. 

 

 

Provide wedge blocks at each end of 

rows; all materials must be 4X members 

Typical full load of 

small diameter pipe 

Amount of dunnage per layer 

Up to 16’ — 2 pieces 

17’ t0 32’ — 3 pieces 

33’ to 40’ — 4 pieces 
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  Metal Products  

Western Alaska Freight Preparation and Handling Guidelines 

All Villages 
 

1. Steel banding of sufficient 

strength to withstand multiple 

picks and re-handling. 

2. Wood dunnage, minimum 3.5” 

high for all single units not 

exceeding 4’ wide and/or 5,000 

lbs. Wood dunnage, minimum 

5.5” high for all single units 

exceeding 4’ wide and/or 5,000 

lbs. 

3. Dunnage spacing should be 

sufficiently close to prevent 

sagging. 

4. Side protection of wood suffi-

cient to protect edges from 

dents and deformities. 

 
 

Hub Ports 
 

(Bethel, Dillingham, Dutch Harbor, Kotzebue, Naknek, Nome) 
 

1. Steel Banding of sufficient strength to withstand multiple picks and re-handling. 

2. Wood dunnage, minimum 1.5” high for all single units not exceeding 4’ wide and/or 5,000 lbs.; minimum 3.5”  high for 

units over 12’ long; Minimum 5.5” for all single units exceeding 4’ wide and/or 5,000 lbs. 

3. Dunnage spacing should be sufficiently close to prevent sagging. 

4. Side protection of wood sufficient to protect edges from dents and deformities. 

Typical LCL bundle of 

metal roofing or siding 

 2., 3. 

4. 

All Villages 
 

1. Beams should be stacked or 

blocked to prevent cutting, crush-

ing or collapse of supporting dun-

nage. 

2. Wood dunnage, minimum of 4x4 

material. 

3. Wood dunnage, minimum 3.5” high 

for all single units not exceeding 4’ 

wide and/or 5,000 lbs., banded to 

the unit. Wood dunnage, minimum 

5.5” high for all single units ex-

ceeding 4’ wide and/or 5,000 lbs., 

banded to the unit. 

4. Steel banding, minimum 1.24” 

x .029” high-tensile strength, or 

stronger. 

 
 

Hub Ports 
 

(Bethel, Dillingham, Dutch Harbor, Kotzebue, Naknek, Nome) 
 

1. Beams should be stacked or blocked to prevent cutting, crushing or collapse of supporting dunnage. 

2. Wood dunnage, minimum of 4x4 material. 

3. Wood dunnage, minimum 1.5” high for all single units not exceeding 4’ wide and/or 5,000 lbs., banded to the unit. Wood 

dunnage, minimum 5.5” high for all single units exceeding 4’ wide and/or 5,000 lbs., banded to the unit. 

4. Steel banding, minimum 1.24” x .029” high-tensile strength, or stronger. 

Iron and steel beams 

Blocking under beams 

 1. 

2. 

3. 

 

 

 

Important! 
Improper stacking can 
result in cut, crushed or 

collapsed dunnage! 

 
1. 
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  Wood Products  

Western Alaska Freight Preparation and Handling Guidelines 

WOOD PRODUCTS 
All Villages 

 

1. Steel banding of sufficient strength to withstand multiple picks 

and re-handling. 

2. Wood dunnage, minimum 3.5” high for all single units not ex-

ceeding 4’ wide and/or 5,000 lbs. Wood dunnage, minimum 5.5” 

high for all single units exceeding 4’ wide and/or 5,000 lbs. 

3. Dunnage spacing should be sufficiently close to prevent sag-

ging. 
 

 * Weights must comply with destination weight restrictions. 
 

Hub Ports 
 

(Bethel, Dillingham, Dutch Harbor, Kotzebue, Naknek, Nome) 
 

1. Steel Banding of sufficient strength to withstand multiple picks 

and re-handling. 

2. Wood dunnage, minimum 1.5” high for all single units not ex-

ceeding 4’ wide and/or 5,000 lbs. Minimum 5.5” for all single 

units exceeding 4’ wide and/or 5,000 lbs. 

3. Dunnage spacing should be sufficiently close to prevent sag-

ging. 
 * Legal truckload weights. 

 1. 

2., 3. 

All Villages  

1. Steel banding minimum 1.25” x .029” 

high-tensile strength or equivalent. 

2. Wood dunnage, minimum 5.5” high. 

3. Dunnage spacing should be sufficiently 

close to prevent sagging. 
 

 * Weights must comply with destination 

 weight restrictions. See Chart, Page 22. 

Hub Ports 
 

(Bethel, Dillingham, Dutch Harbor, Kotzebue, Naknek, Nome) 
 

1. Steel banding minimum 1.25” x .029” high-tensile strength or equivalent. 

2. Wood dunnage, minimum 5.5” high to separate layers 

3. Dunnage spacing should be sufficiently close to prevent sagging. 
 

 * Legal truckload weights. 

Typical lift of lumber 

1. 

 

 2., 3. 

 

Typical bundle 

of lumber 
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Typical bundle of 

plywood 

 Wood Products  

Western Alaska Freight Preparation and Handling Guidelines 

All Villages 
 

1. Steel banding of sufficient strength to withstand 

multiple picks and re-handling. 

2. Wood dunnage, minimum 3.5” high for all single 

units not exceeding 4’ wide and/or 5,000 lbs. Wood 

dunnage, minimum 5.5” high for all single units 

exceeding 4’ wide and/or 5,000 lbs. 

3. Dunnage spacing should be sufficiently close to 

prevent sagging. 
 

Hub Ports 
 

(Bethel, Dillingham, Dutch Harbor, Kotzebue, Naknek, Nome) 
 

1. Steel banding of sufficient strength to withstand 

multiple picks and re-handling. 

2. Wood dunnage, minimum 1.5” high for all single 

units not exceeding 4’ wide and/or 5,000 lbs. Wood 

dunnage, minimum 5.5” high for all single units 

exceeding 4’ wide and/or 5,000 lbs. 

3. Dunnage spacing should be sufficiently close to 

prevent sagging. 

1. 

 2., 3. 

Typical bundle 

of tongue & 

groove plywood 

2. 

1. 
Side  

protection for 
T&G edges 

 3., 4. 

All Villages 
 

1. Side protection of plywood or OSB, minimum 

7/16” thick to cover all tongue and groove 

edges 

2. Steel banding of sufficient strength to with-

stand multiple picks and re-handling. 

3. Wood dunnage, minimum 3.5” high for all 

single units not exceeding 4’ wide and/or 

5,000 lbs.  

4. Dunnage spacing should be sufficiently close 

to prevent sagging. 
 

 * Shroud or tarp as needed for weather protection. 
 

 

Hub Ports 
 

(Bethel, Dillingham, Dutch Harbor, Kotzebue, Naknek, Nome) 
 

1. Side protection of plywood or OSB, minimum 7/16” thick to cover all tongue and 

groove edges 

2. Steel banding of sufficient strength to withstand multiple picks and re-handling. 

3. Wood dunnage, minimum 1.5” high for all single units not exceeding 4’ wide and/or 

5,000 lbs.  

4. Dunnage spacing should be sufficiently close to prevent sagging. 
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  Wood Products  

Western Alaska Freight Preparation and Handling Guidelines 

All Villages 
 

1. Steel banding of sufficient 

strength to withstand multiple 

picks and re-handling. 
 

 *Weights should comply with destina-

 tion village weight restrictions. See 

 Chart, Page 22. 

 

Hub Ports 
 

(Bethel, Dillingham, Dutch Harbor, Kotzebue, 

Naknek, Nome) 
 

1. Steel banding of sufficient 

strength to withstand multiple 

picks and re-handling. 
 

 *Legal truckload weights.

Note: Bundles of poles or piling should 

arrive at carrier’s terminal with suffi-

cient dunnage to allow for transfer by 

forklift. 

  

Typical bundle of wood 

poles or piles 

1. 

Getting cargo to 

western Alaska 

requires lots of 

planning and 

special attention 

to freight prepa-

ration and han-

dling guidelines 

— this is espe-

cially true when 

it comes to 

unique projects 

such as this one 

in Kotzebue in  

2011.    
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  Miscellaneous Products  

Western Alaska Freight Preparation and Handling Guidelines 

Miscellaneous Products 

All Villages 
 

1. Poly shroud, 6 mil or better. 

2. Steel banding of sufficient strength to withstand 

multiple picks and re-handling. 

3. Wood dunnage, minimum 3.5” high for all single 

units not exceeding 4’ wide and/or 5,000 lbs. Wood 

dunnage, minimum 5.5” high for all single units 

exceeding 4’ wide and and/or 5,000 lbs. 

4. Plywood/OSB top and bottom. 

Hub Ports 
 

(Bethel, Dillingham, Dutch Harbor, Kotzebue, Naknek, Nome) 
 

1. Poly shroud, 6 mil or better. 

2. Steel banding of sufficient strength to withstand 

multiple picks and re-handling. 

3. Wood dunnage, minimum 1.5” high for all single 

units not exceeding 4’ wide and/or 5,000 lbs. Wood 

dunnage, minimum 5.5” high for all single units 

exceeding 4’ wide and and/or 5,000 lbs. 

4. Plywood/OSB top and bottom. 

Typical bundle of 

rigid insulation 

1. 

 2. 

 3. 

 

2. 
 Typical Super Bundle 

of Rigid Foam 

(8 x 8 x 8) 

 1. 

 3. 

All Villages 
 

1. Poly shroud, 6 mil or better. 

2. Steel banding of sufficient strength to withstand 

multiple picks and re-handling. 

 Wood dunnage, minimum 5.5” high. 

Hub Ports 
 

(Bethel, Dillingham, Dutch Harbor, Kotzebue, Naknek, Nome) 
 

1. Poly shroud, 6 mil or better. 

2. Steel banding of sufficient strength to withstand 

multiple picks and re-handling. 

3. Wood dunnage, minimum “5.5” high. 
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All Villages 
 

1. Double layer of poly shroud, 6 mil or better. 

2. Plywood or OSB, minimum 7/16” thick, covering top 

and both sides. Wood dunnage, minimum 3.5” high, 

banded to the bundle. 

3. Steel banding of sufficient strength to withstand 

multiple picks and re-handling. 
 

Hub Ports 
 

(Bethel, Dillingham, Dutch Harbor, Kotzebue, Naknek, Nome) 
 

1. Double layer of poly shroud, 6 mil or better. 

2. Plywood or OSB, minimum 7/16” thick, covering top 

and both sides. 

3. Wood dunnage, minimum 1.5” high, banded to the 

bundle. 

4. Steel banding of sufficient strength to withstand 

multiple picks and re-handling. 
 

Typical LCL bundle or 

full load of sheet rock 

1. 

4. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

  Miscellaneous Products  

Western Alaska Freight Preparation and Handling Guidelines 

Note: Full loads require substantial 
coverage, including protective sheets in 
fork pocket areas and 2’ wide strips on 
each corner. 

Getting cargo to 

remote villages in 

Western Alaska — 

such as the island 

of Atka in the Aleu-

tian Island chain, 

pictured here — 

requires lots of 

preplanning and 

strict adherence to 

freight preparation 

and handling 

guidelines to brace 

against what could 

be very difficult 

seas. 
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  Weight Limit Procedures 

Western Alaska Freight Preparation and Handling Guidelines 

Procedures 
Loading platforms for villages with weight restrictions 

 
3. 

2. 

 1. 

 3. 

Full Platforms,  
Shipped Loaded 

 

 

Applies to all villages — for road legal 
loads that can be reduced to meet 

village weight limitations 

First Layer 
 

1. Dunnage requirement is minimum 3.5” high, 

wood, banded to units. 

2. Weight of first layer of cargo and the plat-

form must meet village weight limitation or 

must be reducible to village weight limita-

tion. (See Chart, Page 21.) 

3. Steel banding, minimum 1.25” x .029” high-

tensile material, or equivalent, must secure 

the cargo at each end of the platform. Only 

two bands required. 

Completed Load 
 

1. All cargo which may be removed from the full load in 

order to attain the village weight limitation must 

have  minimum 3.5” high wood dunnage secured to 

each unit by steel banding. 

2. All cargo removed to attain the village weight limita-

tion will be re-handled as LCL cargo, and must 

therefore meet the LCL requirement for the appro-

priate commodity, including side protection. 

3. Completed loads must be secured to the platform 

with steel banding, minimum 1.25” x .029 high-

tensile material, or equivalent. 

** This loading procedure does not apply to subports. ** 
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  The Lynden Family of Companies    

Western Alaska Freight Preparation and Handling Guidelines 

Boat shipments 

I 
f shipping a boat or vessel to 

Western Alaska, particularly 

gillnet boats, certain standards 

need to be followed to insure 

your vessel arrives safely.  It is im-

portant to thoroughly prepare your 

vessel for travel via barge. AML em-

ploys strict standards that all ship-

pers of boats and vessels must fol-

low to ensure these shipments ar-

rive without damage to their destina-

tion ports.   

They need to be properly lashed, 

blocked and braced (utilizing screws 

for securement of cradles and sup-

ports), and these responsibilities lies 

with the shipper, not the carrier 

(AML).  AML will make a good faith 

effort in identifying discrepancies to 

these standards.  

However, the responsibility and lia-

bility lies upon the shipper of these 

cargos to follow our policies and 

agreements. 

Prior to ANY and ALL shipments of 

a boat, a Boat Receiving and In-

spection Agreement Form must be 

completed.  This agreement clearly 

outlines the responsibility and liabil-

ity of both the shipper and carrier 

(AML) regarding the ship-

ment of a boat or vessel 

and it includes their re-

sponsibilities in each of 

the areas summarized 

below. Cargo claims will 

NOT be paid on ANY 

boat shipment unless 

damage is caused by 

equipment failure or neg-

ligence of the equipment 

operator during stowage/

unloading of the barge. It 

is extremely important 

that that the shipper un-

derstands the boat lift agreement 

and properly blocks and braces the 

vessel.   
 

Lifting damage   

AML shall not be responsible for any damage to the 

boat or vessel while it is lifted into or out of the water, 

or to or from a truck or trailer, unless such damage is 

caused by operator negligence or failure of equipment 

belonging to or operated by AML. It is the sole respon-

sibility of the shipper or its designated agent to direct 

the rigging crew as to the placement of lifting straps or 

cables. Any damage caused to the boat or its contents 

due to the placement of the rigging or the failure of the 

boat to withstand the lifting process is hereby accepted 

to be the responsibility of shipper. 
  

Blocking / Bracing 

Shipper has directed and approved of the method, 

materials, and placement of all keel, hull and running 

gear support, blocking, bracing, or cribbing 

(collectively, “Supports”) for the Boat, and has deter-

mined the Supports to be in all respects satisfactory 

and suitable for the transport of the Boat. Shipper 

expressly waives all right of claim for damages to the 

Boat or its contents that may be sustained, directly or 

indirectly, as a result of any failure, defect, or insuffi-

ciency in the Supports and releases Carrier from any 

liability in that respect.   
 

Lashing Damage 

Shipper expressly waives all right of claim for damages 

to the boat that may be sustained, directly or indirectly, 

as a result of lashing the boat for securement for ship-

ment. Carrier will use all reasonable good faith efforts 

to use sufficient suitable lashing and tie-down points 

fitted on the boat. Carrier will exercise its best judgment 

and utmost caution to properly protect the boat from 

damage, but will have no liability for minor chafing, 

scratches, or denting that may result from contact with 

the lashings. Shipper expressly waives all right of claim 

for damages to the boat or its contents that may be 

sustained, directly or indirectly, in connection with its 

securement for shipment.  
 

Shippers Cradle or Trailers 

Carrier will use all reasonable good faith efforts to 

make concerns known to Shipper about the sufficiency 

of the construction, structural integrity, or condition of a 

cradle or trailer to ensure the safe handling and trans-

portation of the Boat. If Shipper or his agent has none-

theless directed Carrier to use the cradle or trailer 

provided, Shipper hereby waives any right to claim for 

loss or damage that is associated with the cradle or 

trailer. AML will only accept cradles which are fastened 

by both screws and nails; using  just one or the other is 

not strong to withstand the rigors of ocean shipping. 
 

 

Additional precautions  

 Secure all loose gear above and below deck; 

 Close and secure any hatches. If they leak, seal 

them to avoid any possible water damage. 

 Cabin windows also need to be shut and latched. 

 Drain all fuel and water tanks (drain until 1/4 full), 

and remove any drain plugs from the hull. 

 To avoid damage during the winter months, all 

water systems, pumps, air conditioners, etc. 

should be drained of any water. 

 Disconnect batteries, and secure the cables 

away from it to prevent any contact. 

 In the case of something large, such as a dinghy 

or any superstructure, secure it on board and 

make sure it is well protected. 
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